The effect of right temporal lobe lesions on matching of smells.
Thirty patients with bitemporal lobe epilepsy, 14 patients with right temporal lobe epilepsy, 14 patients with left temporal lobe epilepsy, 14 patients who had right temporal lobectomy, 10 patients who had left temporal lobectomy and 12 patients who had lobectomy involving frontal or fronto-parietal regions were tested for their ability to match smells. A simple matching technique was used. It was found that patients with right temporal lobe lesions had difficulty in matching smells. There was no significant difference between the right temporal lobe epilepsy group and the right temporal lobectomy group. The implications of these findings are discussed.